
 

ESL. 200 – Critical Response Essay Criterion Sheet 

Criterion 80-100% 
Exceptional/Highly 

Competent 

65-79%  
Proficient 

50-64% 
Meets Minimum 

Standards 

30-49% 
Below Minimum 

Standards 

0-29% 
Deficient 

Structure Introduction includes a 
reference to the article and a 
very clear thesis statement; 
Body paragraphs are unified 
and coherent; 
Conclusion ends the essay in 
an appropriate, unique way; 
Transitions are used skillfully  

Introduction includes a 
reference to the article 
and a mostly clear 
thesis statement; 
Body paragraphs are 
mostly unified and 
coherent; 
Conclusion ends the 
essay appropriately; 
Transitions are 
effective but not error-
free 
 

Introduction includes a 
reference to the article 
and a somewhat clear 
thesis statement; 
Body paragraphs lack 
some unity and/or 
coherence; 
Conclusion ends the 
essay somewhat 
appropriately; 
Transitions are used 
with some skill 
 

Introduction includes 
a reference to the 
article and an unclear 
thesis statement; 
Body paragraphs are 
not unified or 
coherent, but still 
slightly 
comprehensible; 
Conclusion does not 
end the essay 
appropriately; 
Transitions are 
ineffective or non-
existent 

Incomprehensible;  Transitions 
are problematic or non-
existent;  
Introduction lacks a reference 
to the article and/or a thesis 
statement; 
Body paragraphs are chaotic or 
non-existent;  
Conclusion does not exist 
 
 

Abstract (i.e. 
Summary 

Skills) 
 

Restates main ideas with 
high degree of accuracy; 
Includes the main ideas that 
will be used in the rest of the 
essay; 
Excludes all unnecessary 
details;  
Does not

Is objective throughout 

 add any new 
information; 

 

Restates main ideas 
with fairly consistent 
accuracy; 
Includes most main 
ideas that will be used 
in the rest of the 
essay; 
Excludes most 
unnecessary details;  
Adds a miniscule 
amount of new 
information; 
Is mostly objective 
throughout 

 

Restates main ideas 
with some accuracy; 
Includes some main 
ideas that will be used 
in the rest of the 
essay; 
Includes some 
unnecessary details;  
Adds some new 
information; 
Includes some 
subjectivity   

 

Restates main ideas 
with little accuracy; 
Includes few main 
ideas; 
Includes lots of 
unnecessary details;  
Adds a lot of new 
information; 
Includes a lot of 
subjectivity 

Restates main ideas with no 
accuracy OR  
includes no main ideas;  
Most of the information is not 
from the article;  
Is mostly subjective  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysis The techniques being 
analyzed are stated with a 
high degree of clarity and 
accuracy; 
Assesses reliability and/or 
validity with excellent 
explanations and examples 
 

The techniques being 
analyzed are stated 
with adequate clarity 
and accuracy; 
Assesses reliability 
and/or validity with 
good explanations and 
examples 

The techniques being 
analyzed are stated 
with some clarity and 
accuracy; 
Assesses reliability 
and/or validity with 
adequate explanations 
and examples 

The techniques being 
analyzed are stated 
with little clarity and 
accuracy; 
Fails to assess 
reliability and/or 
validity OR the 
assessment is not 
supported by 
adequate 
explanations and 
examples 
 

Analysis makes no attempt to 
describe any techniques; 
Fails to provide any sort of 
assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Personal 
Response 

Very clear position; 
Excellent engagement with 
the article; 
Substantial original content 
that provides specific, 
thoughtful, and convincing 
explanations and evidence; 
Content is logical, relevant, 
representative, trustworthy, 
and consistent  
 

Fairly clear position; 
Good engagement 
with the article;  
Sufficient original 
content that provides 
some specific, 
thoughtful, and 
convincing 
explanations and 
evidence; 
Content has minor 
problems with validity, 
reliability, or both 
 

Position is somewhat 
unclear; 
Satisfactory 
engagement with the 
article; 
Minimally acceptable 
original content that 
provides few specific, 
thoughtful, and 
convincing 
explanations and 
examples; 
Content has some 
major problems with 
validity, reliability, or 
both 
 

Position is unclear; 
Unsatisfactory 
engagement with the 
article; 
Original content does 
not provide specific, 
thoughtful, and 
convincing 
explanations and 
examples; 
Content lacks validity, 
reliability, or both 

No attempt at articulating a 
position; 
No attempt at engaging with 
the article; 
No original content; 
 

Paraphrasing 
and Quoting  

Paraphrases and quotations 
are used very effectively;  
APA conventions have been 
followed precisely 

Paraphrases and 
quotations are used 
with some effect; 
APA conventions have 
been followed with 
some precision 
 

Paraphrases and 
quotations are used 
with little effect;  
APA conventions have 
not been followed with 
precision 

Paraphrases and 
quotations are used 
ineffectively;  
APA conventions are 
absent 
 

Improper use of paraphrases 
and quotations; 
*Evidence of plagiarism 
*If there is any evidence of 
plagiarism in the analysis, a 
grade of zero will be 
assigned 

 

for the entire 
assignment 

Style and 
Vocabulary 

Precise, clear, idiomatic 
language is used throughout 
the essay;  
Word choice is always 
appropriate; 
Excellent sentence variety 

 

Precise, clear, 
idiomatic language is 
used with some 
consistency;  
Word choice is mostly 
appropriate; 
Good sentence variety 

Inconsistent use of 
precise, clear, 
idiomatic language; 
Word choice is 
sometimes 
appropriate; 
Limited sentence 
variety 

Imprecise, unclear, 
and non-idiomatic 
language is used 
throughout the essay;  
Word choice is rarely 
appropriate; 
Virtually no sentence 
variety  
 

Confusing language is used 
throughout the essay;  
Lack of control over sentence 
structure 

Grammar and 
Mechanics 

Contains virtually no 
grammar or mechanics 
errors 

Contains some 
grammar or mechanics 
errors, but they do not 
impede comprehension 

Contains some 
grammar or mechanics 
errors, some of which 
impede comprehension 

Contains many 
grammar or 
mechanics errors, 
many of which 
impede 
comprehension 
 

Is incomprehensible because 
of too many grammar or 
mechanics errors 

Grammar errors to focus on:  
 
Verb Tenses: VT                                     Singular/Plural: #                              Spelling: sp                    
Verb Forms: VF                                      Parallelism: //ism                               Articles: art                   
Sentence Structure: SS                           Unclear Sentences: ?                          Prepositions: prep 
Word Form: WF                                      Run-on/Comma splice: RO/CS             Punctuation 
Subject-Verb Agreement: SVA                 Fragment: Frag                                  Pronouns: pron. 
Omitted word                                         Capitalization 

       


